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1. Why do you want to come to Taiwan and be a professor in NCCU Diplomacy?

First, my wife is here. NCCU is a very good university, so [ want to teach here.
Particularly diplomacy 1s because I'm interested in international relations, democracy
things like that.

2. Do you have plans to teach in other countries, like Japan or China before you
came here? Or, have you taught in other country before?

I did apply for a job in Singapore that was associated Yale University. And
that's the only place outside of Taiwan. I had an offer from Tankang (¥ ;T )university.
That was another possibility.

And, I did some work for my dissertation in India. I stayed in a high school and
it had students from all over the world. That's the only other place I taught.

3. How do feel about Taiwan, NCCU .and the students here?

Well, I think the students here are good. They are a little bit different from the
students in States. The students in States speak in class and so forth. But the students
here are much more diligent. They work harder and pay attention more than they do in
the States. That's good. It's just need to get students in class to speak more.
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And, NCCU is good. It has a good library and the students are good. The
faculty is good. I was at Tankang(j% ix). It has a nice campus but I didn't get to see

much. I'm going to ¥ .1y university so I will compare next week.

4. Some people think that students here are more passive, right?

Do more speaking. Not just sort of randomly speaking, but really trying to think
about the questions that are being asked .Try to apply the concepts, the terms, the
explanations that are in the lectures. Because one learning theory is that if you apply
the things being taught, you will remember them and understand them better rather
than only writing things down. It's a learning technique. It's much more prevalent in
the States and one of the things I think the University needs to do is to spread the
model a little bit more here. It's interesting that in the States they are going more to
the Asia model in the elementary school and do a lot of tests. And in here, they going
more to the American model, and they want students to talk more and being engaged
in critical thinking. It's a little bit strange.

5. So. students in America do_discuss academic questions after class even they

don't have reports?

If they are good students, yes. If they are interested in the material, they will
talk about it after class. It helps them reinforce the learning that take place in the
classroom. In the States, they have something called learning communities. Thirty
students all take the same classes and live in the same dorm and have extracurricular
activities that are associated. They all have something in common to talk about and
they are supposed to talk more about the classes and what they learned. Sometimes it
works and sometimes it doesn't. Students have to be motivated and interested in doing
it. If they are interested in their boyfriend, sometimes it doesn't. They have to be good
students.

6. How do _vou feel about Taiwan? Have you been to other places in Taiwan

besides Taipei? Where do you like the most?

My wife grew up in Hsinchu (#747). And her parents are still there so we’ve
been there. We have also been to Kaohsiung(# ##)and mountain in east a couple of

time.

Taipei( 4 k) is good though however it is humid. On the other hand,
Kaohsiung (% #) in the winter time seems very nice. The summer time I think is too
hot. I think Taipei( 4 db) is the one.

7. What do you want to teach us besides diplomatic English, which subject you
teach now?

Well, it depends on what the department or the college needs me to do. Like,
I'm teaching the second half of the introduction of international relations which is
international political economy. But I also teach American policy, government and
things like that. And I also teach graduate student.

10.What do you want to learn from the teaching experience in NCCU?

Different kind of students and different kind of things. I also teach things 1

haven't taught before like international political economy. That's kind of learning,

12. Do you have cultural shuck?

Well, students here are much more polite.

We are taught to respect our teachers and 1 think this is part of Confucius.

That part is good. But I want to change is have students to think more on their
own. For example, on an essay question, 1 am not necessarily looking for a particular
answer, but to show that on the question you had made an argument for yourself. I go
over different theories and ask which one is the best. That's not for me to tell you, but
it's for you to decide. I think in high school they said you are supposed to pick this.
That's not really what I'm after. I'm after students to think for themselves.

So vou don't want us to find a correct answer, right?

For certain things, there are correct answers, like WWI started in 1914, But for
theories of international relations, you have to decide which one is more persuasive

and make an argument for it. Not just I like this one because I like it. Provide a reason
for that.




We are trained to know which one is the correct answer, and we are afraid of

making mistakes.

Well, the short answers don't say dumb things. But sometimes making a
mistake is part of learning process, right? It's better to say something wrong and find a

correct answer than be too afraid of saying it.

13. Do vou go back to vour wife's home in New Year times? When vou first

spend your New Year times in Taiwan, do vou feel any different from America?

Do vou know the different meaning of the days in New Year times?

It's different. Holidays in America are Christmas and Thanksgiving. The
weather is different. 7 7% in many places. If you have a place to 4% in your house,
you have to do a lot of things. We also went to family temple and the temple in
neighborhood. Sometimes we go to bigger one because her mom likes to # 7.

I did know that the day before New Year you had big dinner and next day you
go ##F and one day that daughters need to go to their parents’ home. I not sure of
what happened the next day.
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